‘ Dil Se Socho ’
Our story of Change from the Beacon School, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Rohan, Sheel, Ankita, Abhishek & Aadit.

Mentor Teacher : Mrs. Sushila Doshi.

Step 1: FEEL
· There are a lot of problems in India. But the one that troubled us the most was the lack of quality education for so many children.
· Going out 
· To further understand these problems we went out into the city to visit different municipal schools.

· Of the several schools we visited, the Umang school left a large impression on us. 
· What is Umang?
· Umang is a school based in Ahmedabad that educates hearing impaired children free of cost. Each hearing aid costs Rs. 30,000/- and above and we learnt that Umang did not have the funds to provide these to all their children. 

· We talked to the principal of the school, Ms. Brinda Nanavati and took on the problem of raising funds for Umang as our challenge. 
Step 2: IMAGINE
· We discussed fund raising ideas with our mentor teacher. Many ideas came out such as:

· Dance Show

· Fair

· Art Auction

· Corporate Sponsorship

· Why Art?
· We especially wanted to have the Umang students take part in this idea. That ruled out having a Dance show or a Fair.

· We decided to Auction pieces of art made by our school and Umang students. As art is a medium that all the students could use to express themselves.  
Step 3: DO
· We organized meetings with the Umang students to create these art pieces.
· Painting
· Together with the Umang students, we made paintings with different mediums like acrylic, water colours and oil paints.
· Organize the Auction 
· We invited parents, teachers and asked them to spread the word. We organized the event at our own school and did everything to make the event a success! 
· Make over Rs 1,20,000 in one night
· We really did it!! At first we couldn’t believe it. But thanks to the support of our mentor teacher and our school, we changed lives. We set off to raise Rs. 30,000/- but we managed to raise Rs 1,20,000  and were able to buy 4 hearing aids for 4 friends. 

· If we could change 4 lives in one night, imagine what we could do in a week.  
· How we were ‘Changed’
· We though we were going to ‘change’ others lives but we were transformed by this experience.

· We learnt the value of collaboration, listening, sharing and caring. 

· And we learnt that there is nothing more powerful than to use one’s abilities for the good of others. 

